For the order of protection to be valid, it must meet the following conditions:
Under the federal Violence Against Women Act (VAWA), jurisdictions must give full faith and credit to valid orders of protection issued by other jurisdictions. Full faith and credit is a legal term that means jurisdictions must honor and enforce orders issued by courts in other jurisdictions. For the order of protection to be valid, it must meet the following conditions:
The court that issued the order must have had persona1 jurisdiction over the parties and subject matter jurisdiction over the case rn The respondent must have had notice and an opportunity to be heard.* 18 U.
S.C. §2265(b).
Full faith and credit helps to protect freedom of movement by requiring the justice system to enforce orders of protection throughout the country. If an abuser travels across state or tribal lines and violates a protection order, the abuser can be punished under the laws of the jurisdiction where the violation occurred and also may be charged with federal crimes.
What does this mean for survivors of abuse?
The full faith and credit provision of VAWA can enable survivors of abuse to call on law enforcement officers and the courts to enforce their orders of protection across state or tribal lines. When survivors cross jurisdictional lines to work, travel, or relo-cate, they often find themselves in on-going danger, since frequently they are pursued or stalked by their abusers. For this reason, VAWA establishes nationwide enforcement of orders of protection.
What does this mean for abusers?
The full faith and credit provision of VAWA requires police and courts in the enforcing jurisdiction to treat the order as if it were issued in their own state or tribe. This means that if the abuser violates the order, he/she can be arrested and prosecuted if the laws of the enforcing jurisdiction allow this type of enforcement for violations of protection orders.
Tribes do not have criminal jurisdiction over non-Indians. Tribal police do have authority to stop, detain and transport non-Indian offenders to state or federal authorities who have criminal jurisdiction over non-Indian crimes. In addition, some tribes use their civil laws to impose civil fines or orders of exclusion to escort nonIndian abusers off tribal lands.
What does this mean for advocates?
Full faith and credit may be a passport to safety for many survivors of domestic violence so advocates need to be familiar with the federal law and understand how it is being implemented in states and tribes throughout the country. Advocates need to share this information with all survivors. Advocates also need to advise survivors of the dangers they may face when traveling and assist them with appropriate safety planning. Abusers who are determined and willing to cross state or tribal lines in pursuit of their victims may be among the most dangerous. With information about full faith and credit, survivors can make more informed decisions about safety. 
Advocate Tips

Civil Orders of Protection
Consent Orders. If a valid order of protection is issued on behalf of only one party, the federal law does NOT require that the order include a specific finding of abuse to be enforceable across jurisdictional lines. This means that if the victim files a petition for an order of protection and the abuser consents or agrees to the entry of the order, even without admitting to the abuse, the order will still be entitled to full faith and credit.
Mutual Orders. Sometimes an order of protection will contain a mutual "no contact" provision or it will direct both parties not to abuse each other. Some violations also may quallfy for federal prosecution, since VAWA created a number of federal domestic violence crimes (see page 17).To determine when a case should be referred to the U.S. Attorney's office, local, state, and tribal prosecutors should contact their federal counterparts and establish working relationships. Decisions about whether to try the case in state, tribal, or federal court will depend on a variety of factors, including differences in sentencing options, witness protection, adequacy of local, state, or tribal remedies, and available victim and investigative resources. 
AdvocateTips issuing Jurisdiction
Advocate's Guide Glossary of Terms
Certified-a stamp, seal, or signature of the issuing judge or clerk of court noting that the copy is an authentic duplicate of the original order of the court.
Comity-a legal principle where a sovereign nation decides voluntarily to recognize another jurisdiction's court order.
Consent Order-an order of protection which is issued, usually without a finding (legal conclusion) of abuse, but after the respondent consents or agrees to the entry of the order.
Ex parte Order-an emergency or temporary order issued at the request of the petitioner without first providing notice or a hearing to the respondent. Issuing Jurisdiction-jurisdiction that grants the order of protection. Enforcing Jurisdiction-jurisdiction that enforces an order of protection issued by another jurisdiction.
Jurisdiction-can also be used as a legal term to refer to the types of authority that a court may exercise. Subject Matter Jurisdiction-refers to the authority of a court to hear and determine a particular type of case.
Personal Jurisdiction-refers to the power the court map (or may not) have over the parties involved in a particular case.
Mutual Order-a single order of protection that includes prohibitions against both the petitioner and respondent.
Parental Kidnapping Prevention Act (PKPA)-federal legislation enacted to ensure that jurisdictions honor and enforce custody orders entered by the courts of other jurisdictions so long as both parties received prior notice and were given a chance to be heard. The PKPA prioritizes home state jurisdiction so other jurisdictions have to defer to orders entered by the jurisdiction where the child lived for the six-month period prior to the filing of the action.
Petitioner-the person who presents a petition to the court requesting an order of protection.
Qualifying Misdemeanor-state or federal misdemeanor crime that has as an element the use or attempted use of physical force or the threatened use of a deadly weapon. 18U.S.C. § 922(g)(9).
Qualifying Protection Order-protection order that meets the following conditions: (i)the protected party must be a spouse, former spouse, present or former cohabitant with the respondent, parent of common child, or a child of the respondent; (ii)the order must have been entered after a hearing of which the respondent had notice and an opportunity to appear; (iii)the order must include a finding that the respondent represents a credible threat to the protected party or must include an express prohibition against harassment, stalking, or the use of force that would reasonably be expected to cause injury. 18 U.S.C. §922(g)(8).
Recognition-the status granted a court order from another jurisdiction after a tibe determines it is enforceable. The tribe then issues its own order granting recognition.
RegistratiodFiling-refers to a procedure where an order of protection from one jurisdiction is regis&red or filed with a clerk of court or law enforcement agency in another jurisdiction. In some jurisdictions, the order may be entered into a local or statewide protective order computer registry. Registration usually creates a public record of the order of protection in the enforcing jurisdiction.
Respondent-the person against whom an order of protection is filed or issued.
Tribe-an Indian nation, Indian tribe, or native sovereign nation Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction Act (UCCJA)-a uniform law, enacted with few variations by all of the states, which establishes jurisdiction to render custody orders that are enforceable across jurisdictional boundaries. The UCCJA sets forth four possible bases of jurisdiction without giving priority to any one over the others. Because of this, it is still possible for more than one state at a time to establish jurisdiction over the same parties and facts and for courts to render conflicting orders in the same case. The Act is more than 30 years old and is inconsistent with some provisions of subsequently enacted federal law.
Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act (UCCJEAI-a replacement for the UCCJA currently being considered by the states and already enacted by a few. This Act establishes one jurisdictional base as having priority over the others-the state where the child has lived for the six months prior to the filing of the custody c a s e a n d builds in a number of protections for victims of domestic violence not available in the UCCJA. For example, the UCCJEA creates a structure of cooperation among the courts of the competing states so that the victim does not have to return physically to the home state in order to litigate in its courts; more comprehensive emergency jurisdiction in the refuge state; and a greater likelihood that the home state will voluntarily relinquish jurisdiction if it would be unsafe for the victim to litigate there.
